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SUMMER 2025
MEET SHIRLEY

Shirley tentatively approached KLF and rang the doorbell at our walk-
up door. When a KLF staff member answered, Shirley shared that this
was her first time visiting. She continued to say that she couldn’t take
many items because she had recently lost her home and didn’t have
access to any cold storage or cooking facilities. “l wish people knew
what it was like for us living on the streets,” Shirley said thoughtfully,
“It's easy to pretend its not happening here, but it is. | never thought it
would be me at 59 years old.” After putting together some items that
would work, KLF staff asked Shirley if there was anything else she
needed. Shirley paused, and then inquired, “This may be too much to
ask, but do you have a notebook and a pen? | love to draw, and it helps
keep me calm while | am dealing with my life being so bad right now.”

Dylan emailed KLF for the first time to ask if he could set up an account
and get some food. “I know | should have called, but my phone will be
out of minutes soon, and I’'m very embarrassed about my situation.”
Dylan continued to share that the previous four months have been very
difficult with one bad event after another, including losing his job and
eventually having his car repossessed because he couldn’t make the
payments. “I've been starving for days, but | am more worried about
getting food for my kids who will be with me this weekend. | never
beg, but I'm begging now. Please help me have food for my kiddos
this weekend.” KLF staff scheduled a home delivery for the next day,
ensuring that Dylan would have food in the house prior to the weekend.
Dylan expressed his gratitude and said, “Please don’t judge me for
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my recent trouble — | have never needed help so much in my life.”

MEET SHANTEL

Shantel is in her late 60s and lives on a very limited income. She
recently had to relocate from her long-time apartment because her
rent increased, and she couldn’t afford to continue living there.
Shantel is struggling with some medical conditions, so the move
was difficult and drained some of her savings. When Shantel
scheduled her most recent delivery with KLF, she said that she
would love some coffee if possible because she hadn’t been able
to purchase any for a long time, and it is such a treat. While KLF
doesn’t purchase items like coffee or tea, many of these items were
recently donated through the National Association of Letter Carriers’
food drive. “That was incredibly thoughtful and made my day,” shared
Shantel when she received the coffee. “Without you all helping
me, I'm not sure what | would do. | need the food, of course, but |
also love talking to the friendly drivers when they drop off my food.
They are so kind.”

While the client stories featured above are true, their names and images
have been changed for anonymity.



A NOTE JEN

When visitors first enter KLF’s warehouse, they are often surprised by its size, capacity, and fast-moving pace. Not
only does the warehouse store millions of pounds of food, but the department is also responsible for purchasing,
receiving, and delivering to food distribution sites and agency partners. Safety, efficiency, and teamwork are
essential to keeping our mission in motion. For this issue, we spoke with Josiah “JT” Taylor, KLF Warehouse Assistant,
about what it’s like to be part of the action. — Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director

Q: Are there any personal reflections you’d like to share? What
might surprise someone who isn’t familiar with the work of
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes?

A: Personally, | can live in my values and maintain my creativity
outside of my work at KLF. Remaining grateful, living in peace,
and promoting a humble lifestyle is important to me. |
incorporate all of that into my personal endeavors like promoting
my own clothing brand and creating my own music. It means a
lot to have the support of my coworkers too.

| think people would be surprised by how much we accomplish
in an 8-hour day, and people are amazed to learn that our
programs serve over 4,000 households per month. There are a
lot of different pieces to the puzzle. Receiving donations, making
deliveries, meeting new clients - the staff roles at KLF vary widely
Everyone carries a lot of responsibility and understands that
we have an important job to do - feeding people in our community.

Josiah “JT” Taylor, KLF Warehouse Assistant

Q: Tell us about your position within the Warehouse Department.
What tasks keep you busy, and how do the team members
work together?

A: My role as a Warehouse Assistant is very hands-on. My main
responsibility is assembling food orders for the Melzer Pantry
and outside pantry locations too. | am usually on the forklift
and working in the freezer or cooler. | also support the Mobile
Food Distributions, working weekends as needed. It's important

for things to run smoothly, so we're triple-checking orders to ”
make sure we have everything needed for our partners. e
As ateam, we try to be efficient and make everyone’s day as easy Donate the ReqUirEd Minium
aspossible. We allworktogetherto keepthe warehouse environment = = - |
feeling positive. That means offering a smile and helping volunteers, DISt"bUtlon (RM D) from your IRA'
making sure everyone feels welcome. Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) allow individuals
aged 70% or older to donate up to $108,000 (individual)
Q: Are there specific skills you're able to apply to your role at or $216,000 (married filing jointly) annually from
KLF? And what experience have you gained while working their traditional IRA to qualified charities without
at the organization? paying income tax on the distribution.
A: Previously working for a moving company, I've brought skills QCDs are a way to fulfill your RMD from an IRA without the
in efficiency, organization, logistics, and safe transportation. distribution being included in your taxable income.

Our team complements one another in a unique way, and now
working at KLF, I've become even more hospitable. I've learned
a lot about maintaining our image as a community organization.
When meeting new people and agency partners, it's important

By using a QCD, you avoid paying income tax on the
distribution, even if you don’t itemize deductions.
This can be particularly helpful if you don’t need the extra
income from your RMDs or if you want to minimize

that | can still be myself, represent KLF professionally, and your overall tax burden.
know that the energy we put out to the community really . . . .
matters. KLF is a qualified charity and accepts QCD gifts!

For more information contact your financial advisor and/or
Greta Faworski at 269-488-2617 x208 or greta@kzoolf.org



KLF’s Partner Agency Program

b

KLF serves anyone in
Kalamazoo County
and surrounding
communities who is
facing food insecurity.

Regardless, we realize that some individuals
may be more comfortable receiving food
assistance from other agencies with whom
they may already have a relationship or who
may offer other services that they need.
KLF’s Partner Agency Program is designed
to support agencies who either operate
their own pantry and/or serve hot meals to
their clients. These partnerships have been

developed with intention and the goal to  8th District Court KRESA West Campus SDA Iglesia Hispana de Kalamazoo
eliminate gaps in service. African Fellowship Church KVCC Valley Food Share South County Community

The following agencies receive an annual  Comstock Community Center Latter Rain Outreach Services '
allocation of food and order directly from  Eagle’s Nest Mattawan Area Pantry m:gs“lﬂ)‘r’g;g::efy Essential
S il |nventory_. AP COEE) [0S CLETED Generous Hands Ministry with Community

our partner agencies for the food they Youth Advancement Academy
receive. In partnership, KLF and the following ~ Kalamazoo CovenantAcademy  Oakwood Center YWCA Domestic Assault Program
agencies provided food assistance to over  Kalamazoo Drop-In Child Care Pride of Scotts Community Center YWCAH Trafficking Shelt
40,000 individuals during 2024: Center LImanpIamcangpheer
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COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

SAVE THE DATE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025
WMU FETZER CENTER

This year's Stamp Out Hunger food drive collected a total of 68,000 pounds of food! SPONSORED BY

This tremendous event is made possible through the support of the National b R ‘ .
Association of Letter Carriers Local Branch 246, United Way of South Central Michigan, FIRST NATIONAL 'ﬂb“-‘_‘ I
The Salvation Army, Clark Logic, Crown Equipment Corporation, South Central Michigan BANKof Michigan

AFL-CIO, and Advia Credit Union. Thank you to the 125 volunteers who dedicated their
time, making things run smoothly, and all the community members who donated food
items. Last, but certainly not least, thank you to the dedicated letter carriers of Branch
246 who pick up thousands of pounds of food in addition to completing their normal mail
delivery route, often rolling in with the last of the food donations at 7 or 8 pm. It’s a long,
busy day for all, and we are truly grateful!




LOOKING AHEAD:

If you have been watching the news lately, you are well aware that Congress recently passed a budget
reconciliation bill with a final vote from the Senate on July 3, 2025. The bill is vast, and it can be
confusing to wrap your mind about what will change and how it will impact daily life in our country.
KLF is a non-partisan organization; however, our work is deeply impacted by decisions made on
a local, state, and federal level. Because of that, we pay close attention to legislative decisions
and how they may impact our operations and the people we serve. Below are 10 points about
the recently passed budget reconciliation bill, many of which have a potentially negative impact on
families, farmers, retailers, communities, and the overall economy.

SUPPLEMENTAL
NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (SNAP)

The budget bill includes a $300 billion

cut to SNAP, formerly known as Food
Stamps, over the next decade. This is the largest
cut to SNAP in U.S. history. Seven (7) million,
including over 2 million children, will see
assistance terminated or cut during this period.

In year 2028, individual states will be

required to cover a portion of SNAP
benefits for the first time ever, in addition to
taking on increased administrative costs (up
to 75%). This will cause states like Michigan,
who already have over-stretched budgets, to
make tough decisions. Individual states will be
forced to increase taxes to cover this change,
cut other critical programs, or may choose to
opt out of SNAP altogether.

SNAP currently has very strict income

requirements that are reviewed and
adjusted annually. At the present time, a family
of four cannot earn more than $2,600 (net) per
month to qualify for SNAP benefits. There are
also existing work requirements for able-bodied
adults without dependents in their homes.
However, the new bill expands these work
requirements to parents of children over the age
of six and to older adults aged 55-64 with little
consideration for childcare costs, parents of
children with special needs, or waivers in
areas with challenging job markets.

Eligibility for SNAP provides automatic

4 access to other programs including the
Free and Reduced School Lunch Program and
Summer EBT. If young people are no longer
eligible for SNAP due to cuts and cost-shifts to
states, millions of children will suffer at both
home and school. SNAP, Free and Reduced

Lunch, Summer EBT, and food banks currently
provide a strong safety net to ensure that young
people have adequate nutrition to fuel their
health and academic success despite the
circumstances they may be experiencing.
Increased food insecurity among youth will have
devasting impacts on both the short-term and
long-term health and development, which
ultimately impacts everyone.

Reduction in SNAP benefits could have a

negative impact on farmers, grocers,
and food producers. SNAP currently generates
$1.50 - $1.80 for local economies for every $1
spent on the program. Sweeping nationwide
cuts to SNAP will trickle down and impact local
food providers.

Food banks cannot fully take the place

of SNAP. SNAP can provide nine (9)
meals for every one (1) that food banks can
offer. Experts predict a 10% cut to SNAP would
be the equivalent of wiping out every food
bank in the country or would double the
total number of individuals requesting food
assistance.

MEDICAID

The budget bill also impacts access to
7 health care, especially the 72 million
Americans who are covered by Medicaid. Like
SNAP, there are existing work requirements to
receive Medicaid coverage. Most working-age
Medicaid enrollees who don't receive disability
benefits are employed, are actively seeking
employment, or are unable to work due to caring
for a family member or attending school. The
budget bill outlines that these work requirements
continue; however, the reporting requirements
will substantially increase, adding more burden
to individual states. For example, Georgia
implemented similar reporting requirements
two years ago and has already spent over $90
million just to manage the administrative side of
the program. Delays in paperwork processing
result in delays or loss of health care protection
for those relying on Medicaid and are seeking
medical care.

Rural healthcare providers and hospitals

will be particularly vulnerable to changes
in Medicaid because they often serve more low-
income patients than urban areas. Many have
sustained their finances through a state practice
called the provider tax, which increases
Medicaid payments to low-income areas.
However, the new bill will curtail the provider tax,
thus reducing the amount of funding that rural
healthcare providers receive, resulting in cuts to
services or possible closure.

Individuals covered by the Affordable

Care Act (ACA) marketplace will face
increased enroliment requirements, including
the need to reapply annually instead of
automatic enrollment and a shorter enrollment
period. These added requirements and barriers
once again create significant administrative
costs and delays in receiving healthcare.

CHARITABLE GIVING
One big win from the budget bill is the

m enactment of a new universal charitable
deduction that will encourage charitable giving
among those who currently do not itemize their
deductions. Individuals will receive a tax
incentive up to $1,000 and married couples up
to $2,000. While experts fear that other tax
changes in the bill will reduce charitable giving
from wealthier individuals and corporations, the
universal charitable deduction has the potential
to diversify the number of donors supporting
charities throughout the country.

SOURCES: Food Resource and Action Council, USDA Economic Research Service, The Food Industry Association,

Center on Budget & Policy Priorities, The Commonwealth Fund, and the Georgia Budget and Policy Institute.



TRIBUTES

Generous donations made to KLF in someone’s HONOR or MEMORY. Donations made 4/1/2025 to 5/31/2025.

IN HONOR

Susan Beute
Harvey Beute

Jeremy Bronson
Hilary Smodic

Jim & Jean Bylsma
Anonymous

Jeane Candido
Robert Candido &
Elizabeth Hakken
Candido

Ron & Nancy Crowell
Anonymous
Susan Beechler
Joe Burke &
Kat McAllister
Donald Brown
Christine & David
Chadderdon
Mike & Jackie Corak
Bart & Lana Escamilla
Linda & Stephen Gay
Stephanie Groshko
Grathwol
Sandra J. Kristen
William & Carol Venema

Jim & Roxanne Frey
Robert & Patricia
Townsend

Leo Goddeyne
Martin & Sandra Glista

Elaine T. Johnson
Larry Johnson

Jennifer E. Johnson
Dr. Jon Riccio

Kalamazoo Civil War
Round Table
Roxanne & James Frey

Keith Marotti
Rich Marotti

Patricia Schrum
Scott Schrum

Harsha Shah
Chetan & Sheela Vyas

Jack & Roy Ann
Smith
Donna Emerson

Emmy Tiderington
& Clint Watts
Lauren Basing
Lee & Kris Dyer
William Foster
Lisa Goldman
Anne & Alexander Lipsey
Brian Swanson
Rick & Becky Swartz
Kenneth Young

Victims of Current
Politics
Kaye Bennett

Stuart E. Werner
David & Beth Cook

Mary Werner
David & Beth Cook

IN MEMORY

Cal Baxter
Katie Smith

Marshall Beachler
Ms. Charlotte Hubbard
Mary Norris

Raymond C. Becker
Priscilla Becker

Bruce Binns
Maggie Binns

Carolynne Buckner
Richard Buckner

Joseph & Karen
Cernik
Joseph & Julie Cernik

Dean Clark
Verda Clark

Irving & Anna Clauser
Rebecca Evans

Patricia Coleman
Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs

Jon Crabtree
Amy Campbell

Rita Cook Damon
Lorene Cook

Steve Dervishi
Steven Patterson

Brian Desmond
Lorene Cook

James & Lucille Dillon
Ms. Colleen M. Berger

Joseph Dillon
Ms. Colleen M. Berger

Marshall G. Draper
Joyce E. Draper

Bill Easto
Michele Rohr

Jack & Vi Evans
Ann Camburn

James Clark Flora
Joyce Bennett
Sharon Swathwood

M. Arlene Gardner
James A. Gardner

Rich Gillette
Debra Stamp-Ellsworth

Cesar M. Gonzales
Temple B’nai Israel

Hazel Goorhouse
Geana Goorhouse

Richard & Virginia
Gross
David Gross &
Tracy Martin

Jean Hartje
Robert & Sue Pilon

Joyce Henry
Margaret Wonser

Doug Howe
Carol Meyer-Niedzwiecki

Dottie, Hugh
& Mike Hoyle
Michael McCarville

Doug Howe
J. William & Linda
Whitlock

Liddy Ivens
Connie & Leon Puzevic

Al Johnson
Nancy Goebel

Georgia Kerby-Bryan
Dave Bryan

Marguerite Kolb
Grant Kolb

Sharon S. Kramer
Anonymous

Bob Lohrmann
Greta & Sheldon Faworski
Barbara Lewis

Wayne Loney
Michelle & Robert Baird
Pamela & Mark Cassino
Jo Anne Chamberlin
Gay Colby
Patricia Crane
Donald & Joanna

Haneckow
Andres Herrera
Riley Holland

& Teresa Horn
Andrew & Pamela Knight
Nina & Jeff Lopatin
Harold & Joy Minor
Ann & Todd Mora
John Pauli &

Barbara Baird-Pauli
Ellen Rainey
Joseph Rainey
Constance & Jeff Riess

Maxine L. Louden
Lori Klutts

Linda Renauld Lutz
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Colleen Magnan
Mr. James A. Magnan

Christine Magnan
Poliski
Mr. James A. Magnan

Genevieve &
Harold Mellein
John & Deborah Mellein

Aaron Middleton
Mary Ann Anderson

Ron Moore
Mark & Cynthia Cotter

Dorothy Nelson
Eric & Regena Nelson

Jackie Nemedi
Ron Nemedi

Kathleen Olund
Mary Cole

Rob Pagano
Dan Kamerman

Tom Pyke
Susan Pyke

Gordon A. Rantz
Mary Jane Rantz

Carolynn Reils
Dan Kamerman

Dee Wielenga
Renauld
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Jessica Renauld
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Norberta J. Renauld
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Oswald & Alvina
Renauld
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Antonia Rostami
Mr. Jeffrey Rostami

Darrell Rostami
Mr. Jeffrey Rostami

Margaret &
Charles Ryski
Mary & Mark Marshall

Gloria Savitt
Harrison Orr

Martin & Emma
Schmitt
Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Peter J. Schmitt
Beverly Schmitt

John R. Schultz
Cheryl Hatfield
Noel & BJ Mohberg
PEO Chapter BN
Mary Strehlow

John, Kathy, Chuck
& Shirley Shane

Jean Shane

Shardi
Troy Minich

Clif Shultz
Kendal & Janet Baughman
Mr. Michael A. Haber
Todd Hufford
Isaac & Jaclyn Standish
Susan Standish

A.W. Sinha
Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs

Joani Siwik
Christine & Andrea Siwik

Dominik Richard

Slevatz
Lisa Mills

Tom Sonday
Ms. Charlotte Hubbard

Deb Spalding
Steven Patterson

Doug & Marie
Renauld Stone
& Family

Robert R. Renauld, Sr.

Maria Stull
Susan & Dennis Hollar

Marian Swearingen
Gaydene & Dale Gipson

Danny Thompson
Shirley Thompson

Vicky Thompson
Eric & Jodi Thompson

Sonia Voss
Kathy Clifton

Florence & Barney
Westra and Sons
Karl W. Westra

Mary L. Williams
Michael Williams

Lenore J. Wilson
Lynne & Frederick Corbus
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Promoting a Hunger-Free Community Since 1982

&

901 PORTAGE STREET
KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49001-3005

FOOD REQUEST LINE: 269/343-3663
P 269/488-2617 - F 269/343-3669
WWW.KZOOLF.ORG

Our Mission
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes will feed hungry
people and engage our community in the fight
to end hunger.

Our Values

Respect
Diversity & Inclusion
Stewardship & Accountability
Integrity
Collaboration
Urgency
Service

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

HELP DRIVE OUT CHILDHOOD HUNGER!

Did you know that over 50% of students in Kalamazoo County rely on school ‘.
meal programs to meet their nutritional needs? When schools close for summer % ‘
vacation, these children may go without the fuel they need to grow and thrive.

Our Food is Fuel Summer Campaign aims to support families with school-aged
children during the summer months. July and August are the busiest months at

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes. We appreciate your help in making sure our shelves FOOD IS F U EL

are stocked, and our freezer is full for this annual spike in demand. i i
Summer Campaign

Donate today at
www.kzoolf.org
and peace of mind for local children, teens, and their families. Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes | to make an impact!

Every donation to KLF’s Food is Fuel Summer Campaign helps provide nourishment

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE. DONATING TAKES SECONDS AT KZOOLF.ORG

SUMMER 2025

STAFF/BUSINESS OFFICE

269.488.2617 EXT. Katie Kozlowski, Program Evaluation & Compliance Coordinator 217 CONNECT WITH US
Mohammad Alhasan, Bilingual Program Assistant 221 Brian Koenigsknecht, Senior Warehouse Manager 214
Tim Bachman, Senior Warehouse Assistant 227  Mark Lane, Warehouse Operations Manager 227
Jillian Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator 209 Alisha Lewis, Program Logistics Coordinator 219
Mike Cattell, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Reese Light, Warehouse Assistant 227
Greta Faworski, Associate Director 208 Erin Lowe, Dev. & Communications Coordinator 206
Leonardo Fernandez, Lead Pantry Coordinator 222  Nate Mattson, Financial Controller 207
Matt Galletti, Program Assistant 221 Mickey McMahon, Program Assistant 221
Tiffanie Head, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Matthew Miller, Program Operations Manager 210
Kristen Heggie, Admin & Training Coordinator 221 Seth Miller, Program Navigation Coordinator 201
Ben HietalgfgWarehouse Assistagnt 227 Katharina Padilla, Bilingual Program Assistant 221 KALAMAZOO LOAVES & FISHES IS A
Holly Hulfish, Office Manager 224 Suzi Secondi, Inventory Manager 211 NZ2mEs —— —
Jacques James, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Shymeria Stone, Program Assistant 221 /‘\v// crARITY navicaTor RE
Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director 213  Josiah Taylor, Warehouse Assistant 227 D
~— Four Star Charity Candid.

Larry Kelly, Program & Delivery Assistant 219 Nadina Williams-Barrett, Senior Program Manager 218





