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MEET DEE

“My family has fallen on hard times,” Dee expressed
when she contacted KLF. “First time we have been in
a situation like this.” Dee, a mother of four children,
continued to share that she fell three months ago
and suffered a serious back injury, placing her on
medical leave and cutting the household income
in half. “The doctors have tried a new therapy that
is supposed to speed healing. Hopefully it works!”
While recovering, Dee decided to take a couple of
virtual classes to further pursue her education and
eventually improve her employment opportunities.
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MEET ANDREW

“Me and my family are homeless, staying with friends and
family when we can,” shared Andrew when he reached
out to make an appointment. His family consists of two
adults and three children under the age of 5 years old.
“We get a small amount of food stamps, but by the end
of the month, we run out.” Andrew is hoping to find a
permanent place to live soon, but it's difficult to find
something they can afford. “We just need help for a
couple of weeks while we try to get on our feet,” stated
Andrew.

MEET OKPARA

Okpara is working towards a master’s degree in computer
science at the local university, scheduled to graduate
next spring. As part of his program, he is working with
faculty and other students on an integrative software
platform design. While this program is great experience,
it does not allow Okpara time to work more than
occasional tutoring of undergraduate students. Okpara
knows that, when he graduates, there will be ample
job opportunities. But for now, he is struggling to buy
groceries. “My religion requires me to eat only halal
prepared meat,” shares Okpara. “l appreciate that is an
option at Loaves & Fishes.”

While the client stories featured above are true, their names and images
have been changed for anonymity.
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Over the past few years, KLF has experienced a handful of challenges in response to community needs,
fluctuations in food systems, new service delivery methods, and nationwide inflation. These challenges have
inspired our organization to adapt, grow, and strengthen our internal structures. Rising to meet these challenges
is a newer member of our team, Senior Warehouse Manager, Brian Koenigsknecht.
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Brian Koenigsknecht, Senior Warehouse Manager

Q: Brian, what brought you to Loaves & Fishes, and what are
your current goals for leading the Warehouse Department?

A: I'd known of KLF and been involved over the years as a volunteer
and supporter. After many years of warehouse management,
| worked with Public Schools for a while, supporting many kids
who experienced food insecurity. This opportunity at Loaves
& Fishes called to me because not only can | use my warehouse
management skills, but also help kids and families. This role at
KLF is a great way for me to connect with the community and
have an impact.

My current goals for the department are to unify our team and
connect with our mission. Despite the stresses of the day, we
are striving to enjoy our work and operate as a strong team. We
want to get the job done right, and | want to motivate our
team to feel proud of their work each day.

Q: How do the challenges facing KLF compare to other
organizations or warehouse departments where you've
been involved?

A: Working with perishable products, like produce, is a new
undertaking. Storing and moving fresh food items requires a
real sense of urgency. It's about getting the timing right to deliver
perishable products to the right people, at the right pantries,
and then making room for more food in our warehouse. It is a
job that really makes you more aware of food waste, access,
and the importance of fresh foods.

Q: What is our organization doing well? Are there any plans
are in place for improvement?

A: The number of families and individuals served by KLF daily is
truly impressive. We are touching the lives of so many people.

— Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director

| would like to improve the diversity of foods available to our
clients and continue to provide more produce and healthy
options. We will be rounding out our team and making sure
we provide a great experience for our partners. When it comes
to goals and improvements, | think the sky is the limit when we
work well together.

Q: What are you looking forward to in 2025? Any predictions

for the future?

A: | am looking forward to further establishing myself at KLF.

I'd also like to focus more on procurement, including meeting
farmers and connecting with vendors and suppliers. We
also want to continue working towards a positive, efficient
environment in our warehouse. It is important to create a
happy and healthy atmosphere for groups and volunteers
that inspires them to come back!

Looking to the future, | believe KLF will uphold its reputation
in the community, continue raising awareness about hunger,
advocating when possible, and working to end the stigma
around food insecurity.
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Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

distributes packs to school-aged
children every Friday to provide
food support during the weekend.

During the school year,
we provide an average of
850 food packs per week
at 16 schools and five school districts.
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3300 Miller Road
600 Kitchen and Bar
Abbott Laboratories
AbbVie

ABM Industries
Abonmarche Byce

Accent Travel
Worldwide

Advance Employment
Services

Advia Credit Union
Aetna Healthcare

Affordable Moving
Kalamazoo

Airway Lanes

All Seasons
Express

Alliance Foods
Allynn Corp

Anna’s House
Restaurant

Anytime Fitness
Apple Bus

Archer Daniels
Midland

Armor Physical
Therapy

Ascension Borgess -
Multiple Locations

AT&T

Attitude Wellness
The Austin Company
BDO

Bee Joyful

Bell’'s Brewery

Big Apple Bagels
Blackberry Systems
Bob’s Furniture

Bosch Automotive
Service Solutions

Bronson Healthcare
Group — Multiple
Locations

Brush Mountain
Ranch Ltd.

Bullfrogs & Butterflies
Christian Learning
Center

Caliber Collision

Candlewyck
Apartments

Cardinal Health
CareWell Services

Carolyn Fink Art
and Design

CentiMark

Centre Street
Tap House

Certasite

Charles River
Laboratories
Cherri’s Chocol’art

College Hunks
Hauling Junk
& Moving

Comerica Bank
Coney Island

Consumers
Concrete
Corporation

Consumers
Credit Union

Consumers Energy

Cornerstone
Technologies

Cort Furniture
Country Fresh Dairy
Crisp Country Acres
Crown Equipment
CSM Group

Culver’s of Comstock
Dave’s Security
Dement & Marquardt
DeNooyer Chevrolet
DeNooyer Ford
Depatie Fluid Power
derkstudio

Devon Title

Dexcom

Dover Hills
Apartments

Drake Road
Orthodontics

Drobny Farms

Eaton

Eckert Wordell
Edward Rose & Sons
Edwards Garment
Eikenhout

EMA Catering

Enterprise Food
Services

Epredia
Equator Design SGK

Eurofins Lancaster
Labs

Fabri-Kal
Feldpausch
Fer-Pal Construction

Fieldstone Grill
Fifth Third Bank

First National Bank
of Michigan

Fit Body Boot Camp
Flees Agency
Flowserve

Forensic Fluids
Friendship Village

Frito-Lay Distribution
Center

Genemarkers Lab
GlaxoSmithKline

Grand Traverse
Pie Company

Green Bay Packaging

Greenleaf Hospitality
Group

Greenleaf Trust

Gull Run/Gull
Prairie Apartments

Hammond
Roto-Finish

Hanover Insurance

Harding’s Friendly
Markets

Hark Orchids
Harmon Group

Healthy Family
Chiropractic

Herbana

Hologic

Honigman

Honor Credit Union

Hope Network Neuro
Rehabilitation

Hope Woods Senior
Community

Howard’s Party Store
HUB International
Hunter Counseling
Huntington Bank
HVE

Imperial Beverage
Independent Bank

Infusion Showrooms
by Etna Supply

Innovative Analytics
Innovative Eye Care
Integrity Fiber
Interkal

IPS

J. Hertel & Associates

Jaqua Realtors —
Rick Moberg

Jaqua Realtors —
Nate Hawthorne

John E. Fetzer Institute
JPMorgan Chase
Kahoona’s Kitchen

Kalamazoo Country
Club

Kalamazoo County
Farm Bureau

Kalamazoo Family
& Cosmetic
Dentistry

Kalamazoo Family
Dental

Kalamazoo
Podiatry, P. C.

Kalamazoo
Psychiatric Hospital

Kalamazoo Specialty
Plants

Kal-Blue

Kalsec

Kalsee Credit Union
Kellanova

Kemps

Knappen Milling
Kreis Enderle
Kruggel Lawton

Lakeland Ace
Hardware

Latitude 42 Brewing
Leaders RPM
Lennon Miller PLC
Lewis C. Howard

Lighthouse
Autism Center

Lindsey Dedicated
Services

LKF Marketing
Long Valley Farm
Lume

LVM Capital
Management

Manna Development
Group

Maple Hill Auto Group
Marathon Petroleum
Martell's

Mason Jar

Medical Weight
Loss Clinic

Medtronic
Meijer — Gull Road

Meijer Corporate
Office
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The following companies supported our mission between August 1, 2023 - July 31, 2024 through volunteering,
financial donations, food drives, and in-kind donations. We are so grateful for these generous partnerships!

Menards
Mercantile Bank
Merck

Metro Toyota
MetroConnect
MI Printworks

Michigan Farm
Bureau

Microbiologics

Midtown Fresh
Market

Midwest
Communication
Group

Millenium
Restaurant Group

Miller Canfield PLC
Miller Johnson
Miller-Davis
Mol-Son, LLC

Morgan Stanley
Financial Advisors

Morris Rose
Auto Parts

Mulder’s Moving
& Storage

Nagle’s Top Dog
& Malt Shoppe

New Belgium Brewing
Newell Brands

Nicholson
Construction

Nobis Agri Science

NovaCare
Rehabilitation

Nulty Insurance

Oakland Hills
Condominiums

OIK Industries
Old National Bank
OnStaff USA

Osborne
Construction

Our Family
PAB Engineering
Pactiv Evergreen

Padagis

The Paddock
Apartments

Palou Craig Design
Panera Bread

Papa’s Italian
Sausage

Paragon Health
Parker Hannifin
Penske

PFC Natural
Grocery & Deli

Pfizer
Pincanna
Pine Rest
Plante Moran

Plazacorp Realty
Advisors

PNC Bank
Pop City

Principal Financial
Group

Principal Securities
Professional
Consultants &
Clinicians
ProtoCall Services
Quality Air Service

Ray Ray’s Italian
Sausage

RayBend

Raymond James
& Associates

The Refinery

Resilience Health
Center

Rieth-Riley
Construction

Rite Aid
River Run Press

RiverStone
Resources

Robinson Industries
Rollerworld

Root Beer Stand
Rose Street Advisors

Rust Riders Garage

Sackett Insurance
Group

Safari Circuits

SalesPage
Technologies

Sanitor Manufacturing
Sarkozy Bakery
Schultz Sweets
Schupan & Sons
Seelye Auto Group
Service Express
Shiloh Industries
Sign Art

Sign Center

Signs & More

South Michigan
Psychiatric Services

Southwest Michigan
Financial

Southwest
Michigan First

Sprout Childcare

Star Crane & Hoist
Services

Star Foods

Stiiizy Kalamazoo
Stirk Realty Group
StoryPoint Kalamazoo

Stryker Corporate
Office

Stryker
Instruments

Stryker Medical
Sugar Bowl Bar & Grill

Susan M. Dennis,
D.D.S.

Target

TEC Systems Electric

Thermo Fisher
Scientific

Timber Ridge Ski Area

TMP Architecture

Total Plastics

Town & Country
Supermarket

Townsquare Media

Tranquil Tummy
Confections

Traveler’s Craft BBQ
and Whiskey Bar

Treadstone Mortgage

Trestlewood
Pediatrics

Trillium Staffing
True Leaf

TruVista Wealth
Advisors

United Parcel Service

Vandenberg & Sons
Furniture

Van’s Carpet
& Upholstery
Cleaners

Victorian Bakery

The Vista Apartments
& Townhomes

VMLY&R
VMware

Walbridge
— West Michigan

Walther Farms
Watts Construction
Watts Realty

Wesler & Associates
West Wind Dental

Western Diversified
Plastics

Wightman &
Associates

The Wine Loft
WOOD TV

WSI Talent

WWMT TV

Your Path Family Law
Youz Guys Dogz
Zeigler Auto Group
Zoetis

This list does not include government entities, schools, or non-profit organizations.
If there is an error or your name is missing, we are sorry!
Please contact Erin at erin@kzoolf.org with any corrections.

GET INVOLVED

VOLUNTEER

-HOST A FOOD DRIVE

- DONATE

To learn more about how your business can help
fight hunger, contact Greta, at greta@kzoolf.org
or 269-488-2617 x208.
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1. Curbside Pickup. KLF's Melzer Pantry, located adjacent to our warehouse, provides
curbside pickup Monday - Friday. Each day, between 140 - 160 households are scheduled
at the Melzer Pantry. A standard order includes milk, bread, butter, cereal, frozen meat, fresh
produce, and a selection of non-perishables. Any dietary restrictions or special requests
are noted when the appointment is scheduled. This option is quick and efficient, which is
welcomed by clients with time constraints or who have young children with them.

The Grocery Pantry Progra

2. Shopping. There are nine locations in the KLF pantry network that offer in-person
shopping. Like the previous grocery store model, clients receive points based on household
size and “spend” those points on food items. While the same food items are available to all
locations, shopping allows the client to select specific items they prefer (i.e. canned corn
versus canned green beans). This option is favored by individuals who have dietary concerns
or who enjoy the social aspects of visiting a pantry.

3. Home Delivery. KLF started home delivery the first week of pandemic shutdowns, and
this program quickly became an essential element of our service delivery. Over time, the
program has grown to provide nearly 70 home deliveries every day. Anyone in Kalamazoo
County is eligible to receive a delivery. This option has provided greater access for individuals
without transportation, with health or mobility issues, or those who need to ration their gas
throughout the week.

These service options increase equitable access to food assistance and help meet the
diverse needs and challenges faced by our community.

Financial Strain in the Past Year
AMONG ADULTS AGE 50 AND OLDER IN MICHIGAN

58% S57% 51% 35%

cut back on reported feeling said they have been report access to af-
everyday stress about impacted fordable healthy food
expenses* their personal fi- by inflation a as a top

nances great deal concern

* Includes gas, groceries, utilities, personal items, home maintenance,
social and recreational activities.

Source: Michigan Poll on Healthy Aging, University of Michigan, July/August 2024 (




TRIBUTES

Generous donations made to KLF in someone’s HONOR or MEMORY. Donations made 6/1/2024 to 7/31/2024.

IN HONOR

American Legion Post 36
Elizabeth & Cal Vandenberg

Paul & Alice Asmus
Ann Paulson & William Pierce

Benjamin Avner & Elissa Cahn

Jane Avner

Jean & Rod Balazs
Jeff Cotugno
Richard & Kathy Dirrenberger
Jessica & Robert Furman
Carmen Green
Katherine & Donald Greydanus
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Rowland
Lisa Willerer

Jim & Jean Bylsma
Sarah Greene

My Children & Grandchildren

Susan Wilson

Jennifer Johnson
Carol Hurley

KLF Staff
Carol Hurley

Autumn Knapp
Barbara Albanese

Anne Lipsey
Susan & Nicholas Beute

William Mann
Deborah Davis

Char Marsiglia
Deborah Davis

Prudence D. McCabe
Betty Lujan-Roberts
& Arthur Roberts

Carol & Curtis Miller
Karen Miller & David Morris

National Roofing Week
CentiMark

Our Grandsons,
Ezra & Leo Franklin-Bly
Margaret & Tim Franklin

Jack & Roy Ann Smith
Donna Emerson
Tom & Virginia Spicketts’
Children
Linda Spicketts

Val VanStreain
Julie Rogers & Edward Orloff

Linda Lam Welch
Kelly & Walt Maronek

IN MEMORY

Luke Allen
Kay Bach

Mark Angelocci
Karen & Douglas Pollich

Justin Bailey
Karen & Douglas Pollich

Ted Baker
Nina Feirer

Cal Baxter
Katie Smith

Marshall Beachler
Ms. Charlotte Hubbard

Raymond Becker
Priscilla Becker

Betty & Jim Bieghler
Mark & Barbara Pearson

Carolynne Buckner
Richard Buckner

Delores Busching
Encore Club
Josephine Koning
Brenda & Stephen Penix
Linda Porter

Thomas J. Carr
Marge Carr

Irving & Anna Clauser
Rebecca Evans

Patricia Coleman
Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs

Charles Coverdale
Helen Coverdale

Betty Cunningham
Ronald & Kay Harwood

Ed Cunningham
Ronald & Kay Harwood

John & Agnes Cunningham
Ronald & Kay Harwood

Rita Cook Damon
Lorene Cook

Brian Desmond
Lorene Cook

James & Lucille Dillon
Ms. Colleen M. Berger

Joseph Dillon
Ms. Colleen M. Berger

Jean VanHaaften DiMarino
Angie Sanders

Marshall G. Draper
Joyce E. Draper

lan Forrester
Gail & Glen Johnson

Carl A. Fry
Eleanor J. Fry

Alexander “Sandy” Gemmel
Tom & Sherrie Brennan

Hazel Goorhouse
Geana Goorhouse

Richard & Virginia Gross
David Gross & Tracy Martin

Bill Hanson
Kay Hanson

Don & Eva Harwood
Ronald & Kay Harwood

Dolores Heidanus
Gabrielle Keb

Nancy Hoffman
Dalyn Hoffman

Charles D. Hord
Phyllis Hord

Michele Hughes
Maria Maki & Brian Smith

Om Jolly
Savita Jolly

Georgia Kerby-Bryan
Dave Bryan

Kevin Kinas
Janie & Robert Kinas

John King
Connie Herweyer

Marguerite Kolb
Grant Kolb

Janine Kolodzieczyk
David & Angelita Kolodzieczyk

Jim Kordupel
Nathan Burt

William & Gladys Kozar
Bill & Ellen Kozar

Dina & Angelo Landi
Mary Landi

Maxine L. Louden
Lori Klutts

Patricia Ann Lundy
Stephen & Kristin DeMello

Linda Renauld Lutz
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Julie Lyons
Mark & Grace Cook
Bess & William Fitzgerald
Melanie Perry
Lavonna Trowbridge

Linda McCall
Kevin McCall

Katie Metheny
Marguerite & Bob Higgins

Alton Miles
Sam Lealofi & Paul Lamphear

Jackie Nemedi
Ron Nemedi

Chavelo Olivarez
Rosa Linda Olivarez

Sara Oliver
Catherine A. Larson

Kathleen Olund
Mary Cole

Our Parents, Tom, Bette,
Cecelia & Dean
The Shrimplins

Andrew & Marilyn Patterson
Steven Patterson

Lucy Pearson
Mark & Barb Pearson

Tony Pearson
Mark & Barb Pearson

Patricia L. Pettinga
Maria Maki & Brian Smith

Maxine Pierce
Brian & Eva Baumgart

Dave & Rita Porter
Carol Adams

Thomas R. Pyke
Susan Pyke

Dee Wielenga Renauld
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Jessica Renauld
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Alvina & Oswald Renauld
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Ronnie Richardson
Steven Patterson

Antonia H. Rostami
Mr. Jeffrey Rostami

Darrell M. Rostami
Mr. Jeffrey Rostami
Margaret & Charles Ryski
Mary & Mark Marshall
Al Santoro
Vince & Patti Westra
Gloria Savitt
Harrison Orr
Sonya Scarff
Robert Poel
Martin & Emma Schmitt
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Peter J. Schmitt
Beverly Schmitt

John Shane
Jean Shane

Foster L. Sherwood, Jr.
Marjorie Sherwood

A.W. Sinha

Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs
Joani Siwik

Christine & Andrea Siwik

Tom Sonday
Ms. Charlotte Hubbard

Norma Mae Stafford
Diane D. Worden

Robert Stafford
Kay W. Haas

Marlene Stieve
Daniel P. Coyne & Linda Stieve

Doug & Marie Renauld Stone
Robert & Norberta Renauld

Aarend & Verl Stoppelberg
Kathleen Fleece

Mary June Swanson
Tom & Jan Tiderington

Lena Talbot
Daniel P. Coyne & Linda Stieve

Carmen DeYoung-Tanis
LVM Capital Management, Ltd.

Phil Thomann
Nancy Laugeman

Charles Van Zoeren
Roger & Lynn Kelch
George Lennon
J. A. Smith
Diane D. Worden

William VanMeter
Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs

Carole Walsh
Ronald & Nancy Honeysett

John Dale Westbrook
Cheryl A. Westbrook

Florence & Barney Westra
Karl W. Westra

Ruth, Don, Bob, Dick
& Mike Wisser
Joyce E. Draper

Osiris Wuts
Elizabeth & Peter Wuts
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Promoting a Hunger-Free Community Since 1982

901 PORTAGE STREET
KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49001-3005

FOOD REQUEST LINE: 269/343-3663
P 269/488-2617 - F 269/343-3669
WWW.KZOOLF.ORG

Our Mission

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes will feed hungry
people and engage our community in the fight
to end hunger.

Our Values

Respect
Diversity & Inclusion
Stewardship & Accountability
Integrity
Collaboration
Urgency
Service

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

KALAMAZOO LOAVES & FISHES

SAVE THE DATE!
Community Celebration

Thursday, September 26, 2024
5-7 pm | The Fetzer Center
2251 Business Court, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE. DONATING TAKES SECONDS AT KZOOLF.ORG

FALL 2024
CONNECT WITH US STAFF/BUSINESS OFFICE

269.488.2617 EXT. Katie Kozlowski, Bilingual Program Assistant 221
Tim Bachman, Warehouse Coordinator 217 Brian Koenigsknecht, Senior Warehouse Manager 214
Jesse Bankston, Warehouse Assistant 217 Alisha Lewis, Program Logistics Coordinator 219
Jillian Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator 209  Erin Lowe, Dev. & Communications Coordinator 206
Mike Cattell, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Nate Mattson, Financial Controller 207
Greta Faworski, Associate Director 208 Mickey McMahon, Program Assistant 221
Leonardo Fernandez, Lead Pantry Coordinator 222 Seth Miller, Program & Delivery Assistant, Float 219
Heather Hageman, Program Assistant 221 Humza Rahman, Program Operations Manager 210
Tiffanie Head, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Suzi Secondi, Inventory Manager 211
KALAMAZOO LOAVES & FISHES IS A Kristen Heggie, On-Call Administrative Coordinator 221  Shymeria Stone, Program Assistant 221
Holly Hulfish, Office Manager 224 Josiah Taylor, Warehouse Assistant 217
R 0.8, @ S | fwirn | |brahim Yahya Ibrahim Ismail, Bilingual Program Assistant 221 Myah Van Til, Program Navigation Coordinator 201
/ w 8 Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director 213 Allison Triplett, Program Assistant 221
LS SIAICHaTHY — Larry Kelly, Program & Delivery Assistant 219  Nadina Williams-Barrett, Senior Program Manager 218




