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*Client’s name changed to protect anonymity.

“ “
— Emmett, KLF Client

I really value  
and appreciate  
this food. 
And I enjoy 
talking with 
the people 
who deliver it!

We first met Emmett through our 
partnership with the Area Agency on 
Aging. They contacted KLF and said that 
Emmett lived alone and was in need of 
food assistance. Although he had a car, 
his health no longer allowed him to drive. 
When we stopped by his home for the 
first time, he quietly answered the door, 
standing next to his Navy veteran flag. As 
he watched us unload his groceries, his 
eyes grew wider and wider. “All of this is 
for me?” questioned Emmett. Since that 
day, we have delivered to Emmett several 
times. He recently told the Area Agency on 
Aging, “I really value and appreciate this 
food. And I enjoy talking with the people 
who deliver it!”

MEET EMMETT

MEET IMANI
Imani drove up to receive her grocery order while still wearing her 
work uniform. Her appointment was at 5:00 pm, one of the later 
shifts held to accommodate different schedules. She stopped at 
KLF right after her shift ended and commented on how tired she 
was from such a long day. As we worked together to fit the boxes 
of food into her trunk, she laughed, “Let me help — I’ve gotten 
really good at fitting as much as I can into this car.”  Her face 
brightened as she exclaimed, “But we move into our new house 
in October!  We’ve been homeless for over a year, and it FINALLY 
worked out. I can’t wait to have a place to call home.”  

MEET FAREEDA
Fareeda arrived for her appointment with several of her children 
in her car. They peeked out the windows, smiling and waving 
at KLF staff as they brought out a cart full of groceries. When 
Fareeda called to make her appointment, she mentioned that 
she didn’t need any meat because her family only eats halal. She 
didn’t want to take something that they wouldn’t use and she 
would rather it go to someone else in need. The Call Center staff 
told her that we always try to have halal meat in stock and that 
we would make sure it was included in her order. Fareeda was 
very surprised to hear this and responded, “Thank you, thank you 
— this means so much to my family.” 



YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
DONATE VIA MAIL OR ONLINE AT 

KZOOLF.ORG

KLF ’s 2020 annual campaign

— A NOTE FROM JEN —
MEET JILLIAN BRYANT, KLF PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Jillian Bryant joined KLF as a social work intern in February 2020. Her time in the Call Center and Melzer Pantry gave her 
significant experience learning KLF’s pre-COVID service model. Jillian was able to finish her internship after KLF switched to 
its temporary model in March and then was hired as a Program Coordinator in early April. For this newsletter, we sat down 
with Jillian to get her perspective on how things have changed since the early days of her internship and how KLF continues 
to meet the needs of the community. — Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director

Q: Much of your time in the past six months has been spent at KLF’s side 
warehouse door, often called the Caseworker Door. What does a typical day look 
like at this location?
A: It’s hard to say — there is no typical day! Because the inside of our facility is 
closed to the general public due to COVID, this door is truly a catch-all. Each day 
presents a mixture of walk-up clients needing food, caseworkers picking up orders, 
and donors dropping off food donations. It’s always different depending on the day.

Q: You often don’t know who will be at your door on any given day.  Talk about how 
KLF remains flexible to meet the unique needs of different community members.
A: It’s so important to remain flexible and open-minded. Most of our walk-up clients 
are homeless or in transitional housing. Each case is different. We need to assess 
the situation and see what food resources make the most sense for an individual or 
family. Equality isn’t necessarily equity. Making sure we address the unique needs 
of a client makes all the difference. It’s the same when working with caseworkers. 
Our partnerships with agencies like Communities in Schools and El Concilio help us reach a multitude of families we 
couldn’t reach otherwise. But again, we must stay flexible and work with these agencies to meet the unique needs of each 
family they serve.

Q: What are some of the things that you’ve observed or that have surprised you in your work?
A: It surprised me how many of our clients don’t have internet access, cars, or phones. They walk everywhere they need to 
go, including to our building to get food. It really demonstrates the importance of agencies like ours to be accessible and 
understanding. I’ve also been surprised by the generosity of our donors! We’ve had so many food donations over the past 
few months, including many items from our wish list. And the produce — so much beautiful fresh produce from individual 
gardens and farms!  

Jillian preparing an order for a client just inside 
what has been dubbed the Caseworker Door.



GIVING COUPON:
OCTOBER
COUPON #202

Each dollar you donate is 

turned into enough food for 

three nutritious meals. 

Donation Amount

$

Please send your contribution
by October 23rd.

Food Wish List: Soups & Stews

Please send your contribution 
by November 27th.

Food Wish List: Canned Veggies

GIVING COUPON:
NOVEMBER
COUPON #203

We’re thankful for people 

like you who give generously 

to those in our community.

Donation Amount

$
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The IRA Charitable Rollover Provision allows individuals who 
have reached age 70½ to donate up to $100,000 to
charitable organizations directly from their Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA) without treating the distribution
as taxable income. If married, each spouse can transfer up

to $100,000 from their IRA.

For more details about the IRA Charitable Rollover Provision, 
contact your tax advisor. To see other ways to give to KLF, visit 

kzoolf.org/donate.

On August 21st, Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes (KLF) 
was honored to host a small celebration of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farmers to Families 
(F2F) Food Box Program. This program was launched 
in May 2020 as part of the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act. The F2F program was designed to purchase 
and distribute agricultural products across the county 
and to alleviate food insecurity during the COVID-19 
pandemic. At the beginning of the program, KLF partnered 
with participating food distributors to receive a variety 
of family-sized dairy, meat, and produce boxes.  These 
fresh items have been a fantastic supplement to the food 
KLF was already providing and have helped our local and 
regional farmers during a rocky time. The F2F program, a 
tremendous resource over the past summer, is scheduled 
to end during the fourth quarter of 2020. 

It was quite an honor for U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue to be in attendance at the August 21st 
event. Congressman Fred Upton, Michigan Farm Bureau 
President Carl Bednarski, and several F2F food distributors 
were also in attendance. We appreciated the national 
recognition that this event gave Kalamazoo Loaves & 
Fishes and our efforts during the past six months.

FROM FARMERS TO FAMILIES

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue addresses the crowd on August 
21st outside Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes.

Throughout June, July, and August, we received 38,711 pounds of food donated by 
individuals, farmers, and stores.

This includes lots of fresh produce from personal gardens! 

38,711
POUNDS

Thanks for sharing and for supporting our mission!



In the United States, the average cost of childcare for one child is roughly $10,000. 
Depending on a family’s structure (married vs. single household), it’s estimated that 
parents may allocate anywhere from 7-37% of their yearly income to cover childcare 
costs with single-parent households feeling more of a pinch. 

There are programs to ease the cost of childcare for families that qualify, but funding 
is limited, helping just 1 in 6 eligible children. Many low-income households have 
made the tough decision to forfeit one parent’s salary to stay home or depend on 
non-paid relatives and friends to look after children. Additionally, parents without 
access to affordable child care may have to utilize lower-quality care options to 
ensure they have the funds to cover other expenses like housing and food. There 
is also a lack of programs for tweens and teens who no longer qualify for the types 
of after school care that some elementary schools provide. Additionally, a lack of 
childcare was cited as one of the main reasons parents and caregivers were unable 
to work during the pandemic (i.e. school child care programs and centers shut down).

Access to affordable, quality childcare allows parents to further their education 
and participate in the workforce resulting in improvements to a families’ economic 
circumstances and children’s social and emotional well-beings. The federal budget 
has increased funding for the Child Care Development Block Grant over the past two 
years, but more actions are needed at the local and state levels to truly solve the 
United States’ child care accessibility and affordability dilemma.
Sources: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, American Enterprise Institute, and MarketWatch

CHILD CARE COSTS: A GROWING CONCERN 

“HOUSING FOR ALL” 
MILLAGE

On August 5, The Kalamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners voted to put the Housing for All Millage 
on the November 3rd ballot. This millage, crafted by 
the Kalamazoo County Public Housing Commission and 
community leaders, aims to combat homelessness that 
affects community families with children as well as 
single adults. 

If passed, this eight-year millage would help 200+ families 
each year with rapid rehousing and rent subsidies. The 
millage would also incentivize private and non-profit 
housing developers to create up to 900 permanent 
affordable housing units throughout Kalamazoo County. 

On average, over 1,300 school-age children living 
in Kalamazoo County experience homelessness. 
Additionally, a “point-in-time” count conducted by the 
federal government in January 2020 found 702 people in 
Kalamazoo County identifying as homeless. 

Each day, KLF helps dozens of individuals and families 
facing homelessness, often due to low wages, a lack of 
affordable, safe housing, and underemployment. The 
passing of this millage would significantly help the clients 
we serve and would help eliminate systemic poverty.

It is calculated that a countywide .75 millage would raise 
approximately $6.2 million annually and cost just $37.50 
per year for homeowners with a house at a market value 
of $100,000.

WHO WILL THIS MILLAGE HELP?
Families with children and single adults throughout 
Kalamazoo County.

WHAT WILL THE MILLAGE DO?
Provide temporary financial housing assistance and 
support services that lay the groundwork
for ongoing housing stability as well as invest in the 
construction of quality, affordable housing.

WHERE WILL THE MILLAGE BE IMPLEMENTED?
In partnership with every school, school district, city, 
village and township in Kalamazoo County.

WHEN WILL THE MILLAGE GO INTO EFFECT?
In 2022, with the passage of a County-wide .75 
housing millage on November 3, 2020.

HOW WILL THE MILLAGE WORK?
Through contracts with county public entities, non-
profit organizations selected through an RFP
process, and a variety of private and non-profit 
housing developers under the oversight of the
Kalamazoo County Commission.



TRIBUTES Generous donations made in someone’s HONOR or MEMORY. Donations made 7/1/20 - 8/31/20.

IN HONOR
Luke Barts
   Floor Coverings International
Sue Beadling
   Corinne Herschleb
Pat Becker
   Joe & Becky Schmitt
Claire Amat & Evan Brennan
   Lauren Southerland
Mandakini Brophy
   Eric Biesbrock
Don Brown
   Constance & Jim Bush
Elissa Cahn
   Dorothy Tydings
Jesus Christ
   Randall & Margaret Hunt
Beth Craaybeek
   Floor Coverings International
Adrian T. Crutchfield
   Whitney Crutchfield
Marty Culver
   Floor Coverings International
Gail Doscher-Thompson
   Sarah Courtney
Mary Fiebig
   Nancy Reilly
Harold Fitzgerald
   William Fitzgerald
Andrew Fleece
   Kathleen Fleece
Edward Fleece
   Kathleen Fleece
Don & Ellen Frisinger
   Corinne Herschleb
Teresa Greenlees
   Dale Anderson
Jim & Sue Hankey
   Corinne Herschleb
Mary Heintzhill
   Richard Thorne
Don & Pat Hetrick
   Corinne Herschleb
Rick Houghton & Krisina Zuniga
   David & Lynn Houghton
Rania & Lydia Jayakusuma
   Felicia Winarta
Shane Johnson
   Floor Coverings International
KLF Warehouse Crew
   Anna & Wayne Nicolen
Mail Handlers & Deliverers
   Collin Winfrey
Char Marsiglia
   Deborah Davis
Kristine Mauro
   Joseph Mauro
Marge McClure
   Floor Coverings International
Pat & Cheryl McKenna’s 50th Anniversary
   Dale & Laura Latulippe
Carol Mitchell
   Anne Fackler
Alven & Helen Neff
   Lisa & John Lynch
Chuck & Lana Ocvirek
   Rachel Packer
Dr. Roy Olton
   Tamara Olton
Our 53rd Anniversary
   Dale & Laura Latulippe
Sue A. Overman
   Debra Eisenbise
Terry Pike
   Floor Coverings International
Public Safety & Firefighters
   J. Dale & Cheryl Westbrook
Michael F. Rice
   Millie Lambert
Linnea Saffell
   George & Jennifer Spengler
Meg Tang
   Brittany Worthington
Jan & Tom Tiderington
   Kiersten Derby
Sarah Timmer
   Floor Coverings International
Alli Vandeveusse
   Leann Thornton
Tim Wanner
   Floor Coverings International
Cheryl Westbrook’s Birthday
   J. Dale & Cheryl Westbrook
Western Diversified Plastics/Mol-Son
   Catherine Cowles
   Susan Fritzer
   Franz Grunta
   Alice Lossie
Henry Winter
   Floor Coverings International
Eileen Withers
   Floor Coverings International

IN MEMORY
Robert Amrhein
   Jerome & Kathleen Amrhein
Cindy Beachler
   Charlotte Hubbard & Marshall Beachler
Joanne Bean
   Jill Frenthway
James Bieghler
   Jill Bieghler
   Jane Jean
   Barbara & Mark Pearson
Gary Booth
   Dan & Nancy Beaudette
Reverend Ora Burns
   Howard & Robyn Robinson
Emmett Cameron
   Matthew & Kim Fletcher
Dr. & Mrs. Moises Cillan 
   Lauretta Cillan-Chung, M.D.
Patricia Coleman
   Ms. Elizabeth G. Roelofs
Ron Commissaris
   Dennis & Bonita Banghart
   John & Gloria Beatty
   Susan Commissaris
   Richard & Cheryl Craven
   Barbara Davan
   Richard & Marcia Groenheide
   Steven Hildreth
   Sherry Kerney
   Judy & David Kingsley
   Nancy Nagy
   Sandra & Gregory Opdyke
   Richard Palen
   Michael Salbenblatt
   Julie & Tom Wheat
   Edward & Lynne Whitehead
Gloria Copeland
   Brian & Carol Copeland
Joan Corryn
   Mary Burke
   Marcia & Charles Luken
   Sandra Masters
   Sara Miller
   NALC Branch 246
   David & Mary Reilly
   David Singer
Joan Craig
   Anne Craig
Rita Damon
   Lorene Cook
DeRuyter and Smith Families
   Margery DeRuyter-Smith
Brian Desmond
   Lorene Cook
Alyce & Andy DeVolder
   Jerome & Kathleen Amrhein
James & Lucille Dillon
   Ms. Colleen M. Berger
Joseph Dillon
   Ms. Colleen M. Berger
Robert Eisenberg
   Dinah Eisenberg
Mary Etter
   Judy Jolliffe
Patricia Fawley
   Jill Frenthway
William Furgason
   Robert Cummings
   Alan Forrester
Terry Gantzer
   Lavonne Gantzer
   Randy Gantzer
GiGi
   Susan Riker
Hazel Goorhouse
   Geana Goorhouse
John Gordon
   Jody Maxfield
Kate Grosser
   Ronald & Donna Holmes
Robert Hamet
   Marie & Fred Zuidema
Charles & Helen Heffner
   Sandra & James Heffner
Lori Hernandez
   Lydia Garcia
R. Dayton & Allene Hubbard
   Charlotte Hubbard & Marshall Beachler
Tim Hybels
   Kathy Dilsaver
Om Jolly
   Savita Jolly
Dave Kelley
   Wendy Mazer
Joan Kievit
   Roy & Judith Pool
George & Geneviene Kinas
   Janie & Robert Kinas
Marguerite Kolb
   Grant Kolb
Frank Kovach
   Barbara & Mark Pearson
Peter Livingston
   Bruce & Cheryl Briney
Maxine Louden
   Lori Klutts

Shirley Luckey
   Trudy & Phillip Eshuis
Linda Renauld Lutz
   Robert & Norberta Renauld
Phillip Mange
   Kathy Dilsaver
   Kay Perry
Thomas Merritt
   Diane D. Worden
Robert & Carmen Mitchell
   Sandra & James Heffner
Kathy Mizeur
   Vincent Mizeur
   Gale & Kathleen Newell
Mary Newman
   Patricia & Ronald Newman
Rick Ostericher
   Karen Hiler & Terry Dorcy
Jari Pulford
   Pam Dalitz
Tom Pyke
   Susan Pyke
Douglas Wayne Randol
   Ann Randol
Jim Reish
   Frances Reish
Jessica Renauld
   Robert & Norberta Renauld
Alvina & Oswald Renauld
   Robert & Norberta Renauld
Mary Nell Roosendaal 
   Bernice Shoup
Antonia H. Rostami
   Mr. Jeffrey Rostami
Darrell M. Rostami
   Mr. Jeffrey Rostami
Marilyn J. Scheel
   Mr. John F. Scheel
Martin & Emma Schmitt
   Robert & Norberta Renauld
Helen Shepard
   Louise & Ron Bower
Foster L. Sherwood, Jr.
   Marjorie Sherwood
Joani Siwik
   Christine & Andrea Siwik
Tom Sonday
   Charlotte Hubbard & Marshall Beachler
   Ronald & Mary Norris
Robert L. Spradling
   Kimberly Adams
   Kathleen Anderson
   Michael & Wendy Asmus
   Sheila & Gary Bigelow
   Robin Cambron
   Valerie Contini
   Alan Cooke
   Carl Doubleday
   Jennifer Dupuis
   Steve & Jean Ellenberger
   Martha Fielden
   Don Frisinger
   William Gowing
   Corinne Herschleb
   Paul & Mary Holliday
   Jane & John Hoogerheide
   Thomas Horgan
   Carol Jacobe
   Terri & James Loomis
   John & Linda Mason
   Mark Miller
   James & Judith Pate
   Kendra Peterson
   John & Joyce Ruhrup
   Rebecca Selvidge
   Jane & Stan Smeed
   Scott Spradling
Georgette Stanaszek
   Diane McIntosh
Doug & Marie Renauld Stone
   Robert & Norberta Renauld
C. James & Winona Swope
   Paul & Diana Swope
Marcia Thompson
   W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Florence A. Tiller
   Paul & Diana Swope
John M. Wallace M.D.
   Steve & Penny Wiley
Carole Walsh
   Ronald & Nancy Honeysett
Lauren Waters
   Anna & Gary Miron
Harold Weston
   Darla Hahn
Betty Westra
   Karl W. Westra

DATABASE UPDATES?
For corrections, mailing updates, or to change 
how your newsletter is delivered (via USPS, 
email, or both), please contact Mandakini 
Brophy at 269.488.2617 ext. 206 or 
Mandakini@kzoolf.org.
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Our Mission
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes will feed hungry 

people and engage our community in the fight to 
end hunger.

Our Values
Respect

Diversity & Inclusion
Stewardship & Accountability

Integrity
Collaboration

Urgency
Service
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